JOHN WILLIAMS 1929 -2011

John Williams was Master of the Four Burrow Hounds in Cornwall from 1955 to 1978.  He then moved to Herefordshire and farmed on the banks of the River Wye at Aramstone. He retained his hunting links by acting as a hunting reporter under the name of “Whipcord” for The Field and by acting as Chairman or President of the South Herefordshire Hunt until his death.

John was extremely influential in the post war development of hound breeding; the Four Burrow Hounds being able to keep going during the war in a limited fashion because John was too young and his father had been severely wounded in the 1914-18 war. notably The Duke of Beaufort entered 11 couple by Pleader (38) in 1944, hounds which were used by many masters in the post war world. In 1947-8 ten packs entered 30 couple by Four Burrow Stallion Hounds.  In particular the Heythrop entered 6 ½ couple by Four Burrow Brigadier(43) in 1947 and 4 litters by Four Burrow Filbert (39) in 1948.  These Brigadier and Filbert Bitches were to produce much of the foundation stock from which Captain Wallace was to develop the Heythrop into the influential pack they were to become.

John came from a distinguished Cornish family and was the fourth of four generations to be Masters of the Four Burrow from 1857 to 1977 with one 15 year gap.  His family were heavily involved in tin mining and engineering in Cornwall and were closely associated with Brunel in the construction of the Tunnels for the Greta Line, the building of the Tamar Bridge and the construction of the Plymouth Breakwaters.  John recalled that an ancestor was winched up with Brunel as the Central span of the Tamar bridge was raised.  Similarly the breakwaters were attempted a third time at his ancestor’s insistence and still remain in place today.  He was intensely proud of his Cornish heritage and full of happy memories of his hunting life there.

After the war he was Commissioned into the Blues ( Royal Horse Guards) and served for some years in Germany.  One of his roles was to Guard Rudolf Hess in Berlin.  He returned to London for mounted duties and was an outrider of the state coach at the Queen’s coronation. He recalled “  I sat on a horse in the inner courtyard of Buckingham Palace - behind me in two ranks was the 4th Division of the Sovereign’s Escort - 24 NCOs and men of the Royal Horse Guards. 

Behind them was the 3rd Division and to our right the 1st and 2nd divisions, (Life Guards). 

When we were in position the gold coach rolled up to the entrance to the Palace and behind it were 4 landaus or open carriages - first out of the Palace came the Queen's maids of honour who got into the last 3 landaus - they were followed by the Duke of Beaufort (master of the horse) and Lord Athlone who was in the uniform of the order of the Thistle in the first one. The Duke of Edinburgh came out and got into the gold coach then her Majesty came out - a tiny figure she stood there a commanding and immaculate figure. She surveyed her Household Cavalry.  I sat there, closer to her than the length of a cricket pitch, and felt an admiration and subservience which has never left me. Then it was sections right, walk march - trot and we were out and on our way to the Abbey as the rain began to fall.  

He left the Army to return to Cornwall in 1955 and joined his father in the Mastership of the Four Burrow Hounds.  He is widely recognised as one of the dominant figures in Post War  Hound breeding and as author of a book ”Riding to Hounds” (1988) which is still recognised as an authority.  He was well known in Cornwall for the sport he showed.  He was a fearless rider and broke a great many bones during this period.

In 1977 he moved to Herefordshire to take up the reins of Aramstone Estate where he took over the farming and the stud founded by his father.  However he was not to disappear into sleepy oblivion and contributed greatly to the rural life of Herefordshire. He founded the Herefordshire Country Fair now in its 32nd year, was heavily involved in the British Field Sports Society, was a committee member and founding member of the Wye Preservation Trust, he was a national hunting correspondent under the pseudonym of Whipcord, a Committee Member of the Country Landowners Association and a Trustee of Fawley Chapel which he helped to save from closure. He was a country man through and through and greatly concerned with the diminishing number of birds and butterflies in particular.  He took the view that “Small woods, gorses, bogs and thorns are the kinds of cover most useful to wildlife of all kinds.  The majority of such places are developed and cared for with one or other of our field sports in mind.  While shooting is usually responsible for the small woods; gorses, bogs and thorns often owe their existence to hunting.”

John was a devoted family man.  He leaves behind his second wife Lois, his two daughters Venetia and Caroline and step-daughter Karen. He was intensely proud of them all.  In particular his daughter Venetia’s training successes gave him much cause for pride and caused him to reflect “ For the first half of my life I was always known as my father’s son and now I am known as my daughter’s father”.  Nothing could be further from the truth for this high achieving and modest countryman.

